
 
REPORT OF ACTIVITIES 2015 

 
The new Committee, elected in June, has been meeting regularly and working hard to get your 
Club back on track, and most of the activities have continued as normal, therefore this report 
encompasses the whole of 2015. 
 
LANGUAGE CLASSES (termtime only) 

Bilingual – Julia Jones 
Julia’s bilingual conversation class on Monday mornings has achieved enormous success in 
2015, now with around 26 regular participants, 25% French speaking and 75% English 
speaking, and most weeks there are 12 – 20 attendees. The focus has been to work in small 
mixed language groups, to include at least one French speaker. Each group endeavours to 
communicate the meaning of one French and one English magazine article in the other 
language, by any means possible, vocabulary, synonyms, miming etc, where the object is for 
everyone in the group to understand the gist of the article. 
English – Anne Gibbs and Geoff Price 
The pre-intermediate English class with Anne has continued with loyal French participants, 
aiming to develop core skills of reading and writing, speaking and listening, where the topics 
relate to everyday situations. The classes take place in a friendly and relaxed environment, 
offering the chance to practice new skills in pairs or small groups. 
Geoff has continued with his beginners English class of 4 – 6 French speaking students, 
mostly retirees, using CDs and a language book aimed at French students aged 10 – 12. 
French – Sue Gauntlett and Philippe Ertzer 
During 2015, Sue has led two French classes for English speakers, the first for absolute 
beginners, where a small number of students have made steady progress with useful phrases, 
numbers, and pronunciation etc. 
The second class is for improvers in their second year, and around 4 – 6 people have regularly 
worked on their hearing and speaking, as well as their reading and writing, steadily learning 
grammar rules as the core to an holistic approach. The class size has diminished due to 
several relocations; new people with some knowledge of French are welcome. 
Philippe has led a group of intermediate students on Thursday mornings, where they have the 
advantage of an English-speaking French teacher to aid their progress. Philippe uses online 
recorded conversations to aid their understanding of grammar and pronunciation. 
Café Philo 
This conversation group of 6 - 15 multinational advanced French speakers has met on Friday 
mornings where they discuss a topic each week chosen the previous week, on subjects like 
philosophy, the arts, music and modern life. Since the summer, Nicolas has assumed the role 
of leader of this group. 
 
LOISIRS 
Bridge – John Button 
The bridge club with John as coordinator has met continuously throughout the year on 
Thursday afternoons, generally with around a dozen enthusiasts helping each other to improve 
their game by playing friendly bridge, and teaching English and Dutch speakers the French 
system of bidding. In the summer, club members with holiday homes here, mostly French-
speaking, have swelled the numbers with their very welcome presence. 
Sewing Group – Ann Golesworthy and Rosemary Keeley 



The sewing group, initiated over 10 years ago to learn patchwork, has continued to thrive 
every Friday afternoon, and now numbers 17, all English except for one delightful French lady, 
but more French and Dutch speakers would be welcome. In the process of sharing knowledge 
of many needle skills, close friendships made have become a support system in many other 
ways, and the group is well-known for its tradition of celebrating birthdays at a restaurant. The 
group mounted a significant exhibition of needlework during September. 
Pottery (ceramic sculpture) – John Massey 
The pottery classes, now traditionally two five-week courses each year, continued through 
2015, by the generous offer of Johan and Thea Berris to use their workshop in Dausse. Five 
beginners each time have learnt to hand build pieces using coil, slab or pinch pot methods, 
which were then biscuit fired and glazed in the Club’s small kiln. Some of the work is displayed 
in the Club. Students pay only for the materials used. 
Mosaics – Peter Gauntlett 
2015 saw the initiation of three mosaic courses at the Club, which comprised 5 sessions of 
around 2 hours, where beginner students were able to complete one or two small projects and 
gain sufficient knowledge to pursue the hobby at home, which several have done. Students 
had free use of equipment furnished by the Club, and only paid for the materials they used. 
Theatre Workshops – Jenny Hurst 
Jenny ran three workshops on theatre skills in the autumn, focussing on the importance of 
voice and movement. Six people attended and learnt skills of voice projection and clarity of 
speech, as well as how to move and maximise personal presence on the stage. 
 
SPORTS 

Yoga – Pat Dron 
This new class for 2015, now held in l’Oustal, has proved very popular and is now fully 
subscribed with a waiting list. Yoga, suitable for all ages, involves stretching and breathing 
exercises, getting to know your own body in the process, and ends with a calming relaxation. 
Zumba 
During early 2015, Kathy Leach regularly ran a very popular dancercise session in the SDF on 
Wednesdays, with 10 – 20 attendees. Sadly, circumstances have meant she is now rarely in 
France, so the Committee is currently seeking another way to run classes. 
Tennis – Peter Buck, Lia van de Sande 
Several Club members have played regularly on the tennis court next to the SDF, and in the 
autumn, the court was renovated, funded equally by the Club and the Mairie. It is now open 
and free to everyone in Montaigu, and reservations can be made at the Restaurant Midi. 
Short Walks – Peter Gauntlett 
Peter has researched and organised a short (2h) walk on the first Tuesday of each month 
throughout 2015. The starting point is always within 30 mins drive of Montaigu but this has 
nevertheless allowed a great variety of terrain and scenery, venues have included Clermont 
Soubiron (in snow), Le Boulvé, Touffailles and Beauville. Generally, 12 – 18 have joined the 
walks, which are free. 
Monthly Walks with Lunch 
Chris John was responsible in 2015 for the coordination of the monthly walks with lunch, held 
on the third Friday from January to May and September to December. Each walk and lunch 
was planned by a different member of the walking group, which usually numbered between 18 
and 24. A walk of around 10km in the morning was followed by a restaurant lunch, and then a 
proportion of the walkers continued with a short walk after lunch. 
Some of the places visited included Montayral, Bajamont, Prayssac, Gavaudan, and La Croix-
Blanche. Currently, the Club is seeking a new coordinator, although the walk organisers for 
2016 have been arranged. 
 
EVENTS and VOYAGES 
Pyrenees Orchid Trip – Sarah Pegg 
Seven members took part in this 4-day adventure at the end of May, driven by Sarah, and 
staying at Ax les Thermes at a comfortable hotel. They went to view orchids in the mountains, 
guided by Graham Hart, and then explored part of the Tour de France route.  They stopped en 
route to the mountains to see Carcassone, and spent the third day in beautiful scenery in 
Andorra. 



Pyrenees Walking Trip – Chris John and Peter Gauntlett 
Early in June, 18 walkers enjoyed a 5-night trip to Salau, based at the delightful auberge Les 
Myrtilles, and spent the days doing a variety of walks in the area, the venue having changed 
this year to the French Pyrenees, after several trips in previous years to the Spanish side. 
Owing to the experience level being varied among the participants, most days there were two 
or three small groups tackling walks of differing lengths and difficulty, then everyone met back 
at the Auberge to share their exploits over dinner. 
Christmas market – Sarah Pegg 
Sarah organised this trip early in December with Combedouzou, and 22 people took 
advantage of the choices of a morning at IKEA and afternoon in the centre of Toulouse, or the 
whole day in Toulouse, and came home loaded with bargains and Christmas purchases from 
the Christmas market. 
Plant exchange 
One Saturday at the end of April, the usual free bourse of plants, organised by Rosemary and 
Ann, drew plenty of people into the Club both to bring in and to select plants. 
Exhibitions – Ed van Weerd and team 
There were 5 exhibitions on “Grace’s Wall” during 2015, three of them featured photos, and 
the subjects were “Duos” which also opened with a club meal for St Valentine’s Day, “Wild 
Animals”, “Pyrenees”, and there was one featuring artworks in various media, all of these open 
to all members. The sewing group mounted an exhibition of their work in September, as they 
have done for several years. We are fortunate to now have a regular exhibition group which is 
responsible for setting up the exhibitions. 
Club Meals – Shirley Sears-Black 
Shirley took responsibility for organising two Club meals, the first in early September at Les 
Voyageurs in Tournon d’Agenais, to kick off the Club’s autumn activities, and the second at 
L’Auberge de Lauzinie near Lacour in December, to celebrate the approach of Christmas. 
Both events were well supported by around 40 participants. 
Shirley was also responsible for organising the buffet after the EGM in June. 
 
SERVICES 
Saturday Coffee 
Continuing with the same opening times on Saturday for members to come in for a chat and to 
book for events, since the summer the service of coffee has been augmented by the sale of 
slices of home made cakes, which has proved popular. 
Ecrivain public 
The Club offers the service of an écrivain public, who will take on, free of charge, writing 
complex or delicate letters for you. The Mairie provides him with a working space, or you can 
contact him by telephone to agree a rendezvous. About 20 people have already used this 
service. 
 
NEW ACTIVITIES for 2016  
 
The Committee has encouraged and approved new weekly activities, and the following are 
already up and running: 
I.T. workshop with Carol Fenn. Members share their I.T. knowledge to help each other. 
Scrabble with Maroussia Romanoff. A group of 6 – 7 members play Scrabble in French, other 
games like dominoes are available. 
Badminton with Gaelle Devroux. 3 moveable courts have been purchased for play each 
Tuesday evening. 
 
More new activities and events are envisaged. 
 
 


